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(c) The master of each vessel car-
rying immersion suits shall ensure 
that— 

(1) Each crew member either— 
(i) Wears an immersion suit in at 

least one abandon-ship drill a month 
unless it is impracticable because of 
warm weather; or 

(ii) Participates in at least one im-
mersion-suit drill a month that in-
cludes donning an immersion suit and 
being instructed in its use; 

(2) In each abandon-ship drill, each 
offshore worker aboard is instructed in 
the use of immersion suits; and 

(3) Each offshore worker is told at 
the beginning of the voyage where im-
mersion suits are stowed aboard and is 
encouraged to read the instructions for 
donning and using the suits. 

(d) Each crew member aboard the 
vessel must be given training in the 
use of lifesaving appliances and in the 
duties assigned by the station bill. 

(1) Except as provided by paragraph 
(d)(2) of this section, training aboard in 
the use of the vessel’s lifesaving appli-
ances, including equipment on survival 
craft, must be given to each crew mem-
ber as soon as possible but not later 
than 2 weeks after the member joins 
the vessel. 

(2) If a crew member is on a regularly 
scheduled rotating assignment to a 
vessel, training aboard in the use of the 
vessel’s lifesaving appliances, including 
equipment on survival craft, must be 
given to the member not later than 2 
weeks after the member first joins the 
vessel. 

(3) Each crew member must be in-
structed in the use of the vessel’s life-
saving equipment and appliances and 
in survival at sea during alternate 
weeks, normally in the weeks when 
abandon-ship drills are not held. If in-
dividual instructional sessions cover 
different parts of the vessel’s lifesaving 
system, they must cover each part of 
the vessel’s lifesaving equipment and 
appliances each 2 months. Each mem-
ber must be instructed in at least— 

(i) Operation and use of the vessel’s 
inflatable liferafts; 

(ii) Problems of hypothermia, first 
aid for hypothermia, and other appro-
priate procedures; and 

(iii) Special procedures necessary for 
use of the vessel’s lifesaving equipment 
and appliances in heavy weather. 

(4) Training in the use of davit- 
launched inflatable liferafts must take 
place at intervals of not more than 4 
months on each vessel with such life-
rafts. Whenever practicable this must 
include the inflation and lowering of a 
liferaft. If this liferaft is a special one 
intended for training only, and is not 
part of the vessel’s lifesaving system, 
it must be conspicuously so marked. 

(e) Dates when musters are held, de-
tails of abandon-ship drills, drills on 
other lifesaving equipment and appli-
ances, and training aboard must be en-
tered in the vessel’s official logbook. 
Each logbook entry must include the 
following, as applicable: 

(1) Time and date. 
(2) Length of drill or training session. 
(3) Identification of survival craft 

used in drills. 
(4) Subject of training session. 
(5) Statement on the condition of the 

equipment used. 
(6) Unless a full muster, drill, or 

training session is held at the ap-
pointed time, the circumstances and 
the extent of the muster, drill, or 
training session held. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49340, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2009–0702, 
74 FR 49235, Sept. 25, 2009] 

§ 131.535 Firefighting training and 
drills. 

(a) A fire drill must be held on each 
vessel, normally on alternate weeks. It 
must not be held as part of the aban-
don-ship drill, nor immediately before 
or after the abandon-ship drill. If none 
can be held on schedule, because of bad 
weather or other unavoidable con-
straint, one must be held at the next 
opportunity. 

(b) Any crew member excused from a 
fire drill must participate in the next 
one, so that each member participates 
in at least one each month. Unless 
more than 25 percent of the members 
have participated in one on that par-
ticular vessel in the previous month, 
one must be held before the vessel 
leaves port if reasonable and prac-
ticable; but, unless the Commandant 
(CG–543) accepts alternative arrange-
ments as at least equivalent, one must 
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be held not later than 24 hours after 
the vessel leaves port in any event. 

(c) Each fire drill must include— 
(1) Summoning of crew members and 

offshore workers to their stations with 
the general alarm; 

(2) Simulation of a fire emergency 
that varies from drill to drill; 

(3) Reporting of crew members and 
offshore workers to stations, and pre-
paring for, and demonstrating of the 
duties assigned under the procedure de-
scribed in the station bill for, the par-
ticular fire emergency being simulated; 

(4) Starting of fire pumps and use of 
a sufficient number of outlets to deter-
mine that the system is working prop-
erly; 

(5) Bringing out each breathing appa-
ratus and other item of rescue and 
safety equipment from the emergency- 
equipment lockers, and demonstrating 
of the use of each item by the person or 
persons that will make use of it; 

(6) Operation of each watertight door; 
(7) Operation of each self-closing fire 

door; 
(8) Closing of each fire door and each 

door within the fire boundary; and 
(9) Closing of each ventilation clo-

sure of each space protected by a fixed 
fire-extinguishing system. 

(d) Each fire drill must, as far as 
practicable, be conducted as if there 
were an actual emergency. 

(e) The dates when fire drills are 
held, and details of training in fire 
fighting and of fire drills, must be en-
tered in the vessel’s official logbook. 
Each logbook entry must include the 
following, as applicable: 

(1) Time and date. 
(2) Length of drill or training session. 
(3) Number and lengths of hose used. 
(4) Subject of training session. 
(5) Statement on the condition of the 

equipment used. 
(6) Unless a full drill or training ses-

sion is held at the appointed time, the 
circumstances and the extent of the 
drill or training session held. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49340, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2009–0702, 
74 FR 49235, Sept. 25, 2009] 

§ 131.540 Operational readiness. 
(a) Except as provided by § 131.545(e) 

of this subpart, ach lifesaving appli-
ance and each item of equipment for a 

lifeboat, liferaft, survival craft, rescue 
boat, life float, or buoyant apparatus 
must be in good working order and 
ready for immediate use before the ves-
sel leaves port and at any time when 
the vessel is away from port. 

(b) Each deck where a lifeboat, life-
raft, survival craft, rescue boat, life 
float, or buoyant apparatus is stowed, 
launched, or boarded must be kept 
clear of obstructions that would inter-
fere with the breaking out, launching, 
or boarding of the lifesaving appliance. 

§ 131.545 Maintenance in general. 

(a) For each lifesaving appliance, the 
manufacturer’s instructions for main-
tenance of the appliances aboard must 
be aboard and must include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Checklists for use in the inspec-
tions required by § 131.565(a) of this sub-
part. 

(2) Instructions for maintenance and 
repair. 

(3) A schedule of periodic mainte-
nance. 

(4) A diagram of lubrication points 
with the recommended lubricants. 

(5) A list of replaceable parts. 
(6) A list of sources of spare parts. 
(7) A log for records of inspections, 

maintenance, and repair. 
(b) The master shall ensure that 

maintenance is carried out to comply 
with the instructions required by para-
graph (a) of this section. 

(c) For lifesaving appliances con-
structed on or before July 1, 1986, para-
graph (a) of this section need be com-
plied with only to the extent that ap-
pliances’ manufacturers’ instructions 
are available. 

(d) The cognizant OCMI may accept, 
instead of the instructions required by 
paragraph (a) of this section, a pro-
gram for planned shipboard mainte-
nance that includes the items listed in 
that paragraph. 

(e) If lifeboats and rigid liferafts are 
maintained and repaired on the vessel 
while the vessel is under way, there 
must be enough lifeboats and liferafts 
available for use on the vessel to ac-
commodate each person aboard the 
vessel. 

(f) Except in an emergency, no exten-
sive repairs or alterations may be made 
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